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cans an immediate pay increase. With every
day that the Republican leadership continues
to stall, the value of the minimum wage con-
tinues to fall closer and closer to a 40-year
low. Some of America’s greatest working he-
roes are the parents who are trying to raise
their kids, working full time at the minimum
wage. If we value work and we value families,
we ought to raise the value of the minimum
wage. With the 5-year anniversary of the last
minimum wage increase next Monday, now
is the time to put politics aside, raise the min-
imum wage, and help lift the lives of millions
of America’s workers.

Remarks on Signing the Cancer
Control Month Proclamation

March 29, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, we’re
going to have a ceremony over in the East
Room in just a few moments, so I don’t want
to make my remarks twice. Let me just say
that there is hardly a family in America who
has not been touched by cancer. We have
come a very, very long way in the fight
against cancer. More people are survivors
than ever before; more people are living
longer than ever before. But we have a great
deal more to do before we can be confident
that we have actually done everything pos-
sible to give our children and our grand-
children the kind of future they deserve.

And that’s what this day is about. And
that’s what this proclamation declaring April
Cancer Control Month is all about. And I’m
glad to sign it, especially with these children
behind me because they are the embodiment
of our common endeavors.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6875—Cancer Control
Month, 1996
March 29, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Research and the prompt application of re-

search results have proved to be the strongest
weapons we have against cancer. And we are
making great strides in the study of this dead-
ly disease. Indeed, the understanding of the
processes by which a normal cell is trans-
formed into a cancer cell is one of the great
achievements of cancer research. Genetic
studies are leading to better understanding
of many cancers and improving our ability
to intervene and stop their spread. While the
implications of some findings are still un-
clear, we know that further progress hinges
on continued scientific inquiry, and we un-
derstand that basic research must remain a
national priority. In addition, all of us can
act on information already at hand to make
lifestyle choices that reduce the risk of devel-
oping cancer.

Smoking is the leading cause of prevent-
able death in the United States and contrib-
uted to nearly one-third of all cancer deaths
in our Nation last year. In addition to causing
400,000 deaths, smoking left others living
with cancer, respiratory illness, heart disease,
and other illnesses. Despite the clear link be-
tween smoking and these illnesses and
deaths, each day 3,000 young Americans
begin to smoke—a habit that will shorten the
lives of 1,000 of them. We must address this
problem. That is why the Food and Drug
Administration proposed ways to limit young
people’s access to tobacco, as well as ways
to limit the advertising that is so appealing
to our youth. That is also why this Adminis-
tration published the Synar regulation—to
ensure that States have and enforce laws pro-
hibiting sales of tobacco to young people.

Scientific evidence has also led to an in-
creased understanding of the links between
the foods we eat and certain types of cancer.
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By reducing dietary fat, increasing fiber in-
take, consuming a variety of fruits and vege-
tables, and avoiding obesity, every American
can take steps to reduce the risk of cancer.
The National Cancer Institute, in collabora-
tion with the food industry, sponsors ‘‘5 A
Day For Better Health,’’ a national program
that encourages people to eat five or more
servings of fruits and vegetables daily. And
researchers continue to investigate nutrition
programs that may have the potential to pre-
vent cancer.

Mammography is another resource that
can make a vital contribution to cancer con-
trol efforts, helping doctors detect breast tu-
mors at an early, more treatable stage. In-
deed, 93 percent of all women diagnosed
with early breast cancer this year will live
5 years or longer. Recognizing the impor-
tance of this diagnostic tool, third-party reim-
bursement for mammograms is on the rise,
and Medicare covers most of the cost of
screening mammography for women over the
age of 65. I encourage State governments,
insurance providers, medical facilities, and
employers to develop policies that improve
women’s access to this life-saving, affordable
procedure.

In another step forward, the Food and
Drug Administration has proposed changing
its review process for new cancer therapies.
This new approach will shorten development
time by several years, and the FDA is also
cutting its own review time in half—from a
year to about 6 months. All of these changes
mean new therapies will be available sooner
and will be accessible to more of our Nation’s
cancer patients. The FDA’s initiative could
immediately affect at least 100 drugs now
being studied—with dozens of them getting
to the market sooner—and improve the lives
of millions of Americans who can take advan-
tage of those therapies.

To publicize these advances and options,
the National Cancer Institute’s Cancer Infor-
mation Service helps patients, health profes-
sionals, and the public in all 50 States and
Puerto Rico. Toll-free telephone service pro-
vides accurate, up-do-date information about
prevention and detection methods, diagnosis,
treatment, rehabilitation, and research. In
addition, the CIS’ outreach system has devel-
oped partnerships with other cancer organi-

zations and Federal, State, and local health
agencies to promote cancer education initia-
tives aimed at medically underserved and
other special populations.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of
the National Cancer Act, which expanded
and intensified America’s efforts to stop can-
cer. We can take pride in the gains that have
been made toward this goal during the past
quarter-century, but we must also remember
the essential work that remains. As we ob-
serve Cancer Control Month, let us renew
and strengthen our abiding commitment to
controlling and eliminating this disease so
that our children and grandchildren can lead
longer, healthier lives.

In 1938, the Congress of the United States
passed a joint resolution requesting the
President to issue an annual proclamation
declaring April as ‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim April 1996, as Cancer
Control Month. I invite the Governors of the
50 States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Mayor of the District of Columbia,
and the appropriate officials of all other areas
under the American Flag to issue similar
proclamations. I also call upon health care
professionals, private industry, community
groups, insurance companies, and all inter-
ested organizations and individuals to unite
in support of our Nation’s determined efforts
to control cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:54 a.m., April 1, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 2.

Remarks on the Anticancer Initiative
March 29, 1996

Mr. Vice President, Secretary Shalala, Dr.
Kessler, Congressman Richardson, welcome.
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